[image: image1.png]DEMOCRATICAVALUES;
ANDJEINGUISTICIDIVERSITY




TRADITIONAL STORY CHARACTER OF POLAND

NICHOLAS EXPERIENSKY 
· NICHOLAS EXPERIENSKY is the main character of “The Adventures of Nicholas Experiensky” novel.

· This work is considered to be the first Polish novel. 

· It is the first novel composed in the Polish language, and a milestone in Polish literature.

· This novel was written by Ignacy Krasicki and released in 1776. 

It’s the tale of Nicholas Experience, a Polish nobleman. During travels in Warsaw, Paris, and the fictional island of Nipu (based on Japan, known to natives as Nippon), the protagonist gathers numerous experiences that lead him to a rationalist outlook and teach him how to become a good man, and thus a good citizen.

· The Adventures of Nicholas Experience offers a portrayal both of the 18th-century Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and of the broader European culture of the time. 

· Nicholas enjoys many adventures across Europe, South America, and the high seas. 

· He finally lands among the natives of an unknown isle who reject his allegedly superior European ways and instead tutor him for an "enlightened" existence. 

· Resonant with Enlightenment ideas, The Adventures of Mr. Nicholas Wisdom provides a sly portrait of the era's Polish society and a fascinating perspective on the broader problems of eighteenth-century European culture. 

 In "Adventures of Nicholas Wisdom" novel, the author Krasicki praises freedom. He attacks the slave trade, colonialism, and inhumane penitentiaries. He proposes that people reject artificiality and dandyism in favour of simplicity.

The Adventures of Nicholas Wisdom is divided into three books. In the first we are introduced to Nicholas Wisdom a naive hero like Candide. He attempts to emulate fashion in Poland which consists of imitating all things French and spending extravagantly. False friends, swindlers and a crooked court system quickly reduce him to poverty. At the end of Book One, our hero sets sail for a meeting with his bankers.


While the influence of Voltaire can be seen in Book One, Swift and Rousseau come to the fore in Book Two. Nicholas Wisdom washes up on the island of Nipu which is peopled by virtuous primitives. The Nipuans have no metals and no written language. They are egalitarian as all people wear the same clothes and live in similar homes. Their education of children follows that the path suggested by Rousseau. They are vegetarians and pacifists. The legal system is fair and honourable. Nicholas Wisdom senses he is about to settle down to a happy existence, but then comes upon the wreck of his ship. He discovers gold coins and letters of exchange. The thought of wealth in Europe causes him to flee the island in a rowboat.


In Book Three, the narrative returns to the style of Voltaire. Nicholas Wisdom is picked up on by a slave boat and sold to work in the mines of Potosi. He is rescued by an American Quaker who is militantly opposed to slavery. Having retained the letters of exchange, our hero takes a boat back to Europe. On his journey he meets a Frenchman who explains to him how it is possible to live in society without being corrupted by it. One must study philosophy but have simple tastes. One should puts one energy to helping society progress. Once back in Poland, our hero buys back his family estate, marries his childhood sweetheart and enters the parliament determined to support a progressive agenda.

He travels Europe, trying to "find himself." It ends with him realizing that the only way to be a good person, and a good citizen is to follow the rational thought.

THE AUTHOR 

Ignacy Krasicki (1735 - 1801)
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THE ORIGINAL NOVEL
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THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE NOVEL
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The land was washed on all sides by the sea, and the island was known as Nipu. The language used by people was fairly easy, but limited. In order to make them understand the many luxuries we enjoy and how they were made. I had to provide detailed explanations and draw analogies. The Nipuans had no words for falsehood, theft, treason or flattery. They were unaware of legal terminology. They did not have special names for different ailments. Nor did they have courtiers, lawyers or doctors.

"Descriptions of countries you call geography. The reason we are curious about neighbours' activities is the same reason you compose geographical descriptions of the location an distinguishing characheristics of countries, the form of government of each nation, and other such facts. Since we are not in contact with other societies, we have no need for this science. And although we might be englightened to some degree by it, for various reasons I would prefer that we remain ignorant.

In short, the greater value you place on yourselves, the unhappier you become. If what you represent is perfection and refinement, and if what we represent is the uncivilized, simple and coarse, then it seems to me that it is better to be like us, uncivilized."

